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The Intermediate Sex; and if this tendency remaiififc
unchecked we may yet see a new kind of Star
Chamber jurisdiction. Letters are opened as a
matter of course, and judicial utterances bear every
sign of a desire to carry out the wishes of the Execu-
tive without much attention to other considerations.
Nevertheless liberty has suffered little as regards
juries and the right of political association and
public meetings, except in so far as the Quaker
meetings have been suppressed by popular riot.

I quite recognise the distinction between normal
and abnormal times, but the European war has only
brought to a head a great many dangers that existed
before August 1914. One of the worst signs before
the war was the decline of the judicial spirit. The
unchecked power of the Executive and especially
of the Front Benches, the surrender of judicial
powers to bureaucratic bodies, and a general indo-
lence of mind were all tending to a regime under
which individual liberty and all the considerations
pertaining to it were not likely to be treated with
any respect. An increasing number of judicial
posts were given to men who in their time had been
party hacks. There was a spirit of impatience and
indolence which all too easily reinforced the con-
tempt of the collectivist for the rights of the indi-
vidual. The jury system was perpetually attacked
in connection with criminal as well as civil justice.
A statute was actually passed which allowed a judge
to detain any criminal in prison at his sole discretion,
and this measure largely diminished the advantages
derived from the establishment of a Court of
Criminal Appeal.